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THE SECTION FOR NERVOUS DISEASES AND PSYCHIATRY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. 

S OME of our foreign correspondents have inquired whether 
the nature of the work to be done in this section had been 
determined upon or not. We believe that no steps have been 
taken in this matter as yet. Without wishing to obtrude our 
advice upon the special committee, we would suggest that the 
meetings of this section will be of far greater interest if the com¬ 
mittee were to consult the preferences of prominent neurologists 
and alienists, at home and abroad, as to the subjects which most 
need discussion ; not only the subjects themselves, but the order,, 
too, in which they should be taken up, would then be determined 
by the opinion of the majority. This plan was adopted by some, if 
not by all, of the sections of the London Congress. Thus we 
know, that the majority of physiologists decided that the question 
of cerebral localization should be the first to be discussed. 

Some such plan as this must be adopted, for we cannot expect 
our European confrh-es to come to this country to listen to a num¬ 
ber of heterogeneous papers on subjects which may not be of 
special interest to any but the writers of those papers. 

The following is a list of the officers appointed for the section 
(12) on Nervous Diseases and Psychiatry : 

President, S. Weir Mitchell, M.D., Philadelphia. Vice-Presi¬ 
dents, Charles F. Folsom, M.D., Boston ; John P. Gray, M D., 
LL.D., Albany, N. Y. ; J. S. Jewell, M.D., Chicago. Secretary, 
Charles K. Mills, M.D., Philadelphia. Council, Roberts Ba’r- 
tholow, M.D., LL.D., Philadelphia ; Allan McLane Hamilton, 
M.D., New York ; Walter Hay, M.D., LL.D., Chicago ; Francis 
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T. Miles, M.D., Baltimore ; James J. Putnam, M.D., Boston ; 
Samuel G. Webber, M.D., Boston ; Horatio C. Wood, M.D., Phil¬ 
adelphia ; John P. Van Bibber, M.D., Baltimore. 

A NEW CLINIC FOR MENTAL AND NERVOUS DISEASES 

has been established at Halle in Germany, and has been placed 
under the direction of Prof. Hitzig. For the present but forty 
patients can be received into these special wards. They need not 
be formally committed to this clinic ; they are received upon the 
same conditions as in the other wards of the hospital. The ad¬ 
vantages of this system are manifest to all. The director is not 
burdened with the duties of a manager ; patients in the early 
stages of mental trouble, who would not be sent to an insane 
asylum, will receive proper treatment, and students will have 
access to these clinics as they have to all others. We have no 
doubt that other German universities will soon follow suit. Up 
to the present time there are, if we mistake not, but three clinics 
of the kind in Germany and Austria, the other two being West- 
phal’s in Berlin, and Meynert’s psychiatrical clinic in Vienna. 



